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A man disappeared
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2017 | By Chris
Economou
WASHINGTON -
President Donald
Trump’s novel
approach to legislative
atfairs 1s to treat
Congress as a rubber
stamp for his policy
preferences, leaving
him free to bypass the
legislative branch




whenever he deems it
necessary. For
example, the president
wanted money to fund
a border wall this
week, and the House
of Representatives
refused to provide it.
Rather than accept
Congress’ role 1n
initiating the tlow of
money to any




government agency,
President Trump 1s
going to this week’s
State of the Union
address and simply
declaring the situation
a national emergency.
Many Democrats are
joining Republicans in
expressing alarm over
the declaration.
President Trump has




now decided that the
only thing standing
between him and the
building of a wall on
the southern border 1s
the ability of Congress
to give him money.
President Trump
wants funding for the
wall, and he 1s trying
to have it his way.
This 1s a new way of




doing business. And it
marks a dangerous
turning point in our
country’s
constitutional and
political history.
Getting the money for
the wall was never a
sure thing. Funding
for such a wall was 1n
fact a major sticking
point during the most




recent government
shutdown. In fact,
Trump’s most recent
standoff with
congressional
Democrats actually
began with the
president trying to use
the wall money as
leverage to get
Congress to approve
an unrelated spending




bill. As a matter of
both legal and political
precedent, passing a
budget resolution 1s
the way to move
money around 1n
government. Such
resolutions are then
approved by Congress,
and the money 1s then
distributed. Funding
for the border wall




was 1ncluded 1n a bill,
and the president had
to sign off on it by the
end of last year to
make sure the wall
was funded at the
current levels.
Congress, 1n 1ts
wisdom, delayed that
process, inserting
itself as a third party
in what should have




been a simple up-or-
down vote. It the
president wanted the
money for the wall,
why not let Congress
do 1ts job? Simply
funding the existing
level of funding for
the wall last year
would have allowed
Congress to go home,
and the new Congress




would have been able
to take a fresh look at
the 3da54e8ca3
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