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(Japanese for "Cherry Blossom") is an instrument in the Japanese shinkansen train system, which plucks the
strings of a specially prepared guitar to reproduce the sound of the train. The Sakurazensen ("Sakura Generator")

is the equivalent for the shinkansen, but in the shape of a cabinet: a 65-piece keyboard, which generates the
pitches of the strings while playing. It is similar to the original Japanese string instruments called shamisen and

koto, but it is wider and longer and with more strings than either of them. History The idea of a mechanical
system to generate the pitches of stringed instruments, like the shinkansen and shamisen, was first introduced at

Yamaha in 1881 by Gunichi Uwano, who went on to develop the first version of the shinkansen, which used
guitar strings attached to strings on a piano keyboard. Uwano's original idea was for the system to be used to

record and reproduce the sound of a shinkansen using a pair of acoustic guitars, but the idea was not popular at
the time. Yamaha continued developing the shinkansen in the 1970s, and realized a successful commercial
product in 1983. The shinkansen was used to create the sound on the first commercial shinkansen, the Fuji

Hakucho, which entered service on September 16, 1983. The first prototype of the shinkansen sold for ¥840,000.
The shinkansen is still in use on the Yamanote Line of the Shinkansen network. Uwano's concept was later

developed by Image-Line in 1986, and sold under the name Mikkori. Mikkori was later replaced with Sakura. The
Sakura was introduced to railway staff and public on December 11, 1985, at the 8th Nihon Railway Association

Exhibition in Tokyo. The Sakura's first public
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