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and a decreased red blood cell folate level have been detected in adult AIDS patients and in children with perinatal HIV
infection. The aim of this study was to determine whether this finding is also present in children with symptomatic HIV
infection. A cross-sectional study of 128 children was performed. The first measurements were conducted 5-12 days after
clinical presentation with fever, rash, or an acute lower respiratory tract infection. The second measurements were conducted
17-28 days after the initial evaluation. Plasma and CSF folate were significantly reduced in HIV-infected children. In addition, a
subgroup of eight children was studied during follow-up. Mean plasma and CSF folate levels were significantly reduced during
follow-up compared with the levels at presentation with fever and were still significantly reduced compared with the reference
group 17-28 days later. The mean CSF folate level at presentation was significantly lower than the mean plasma folate level.
CSF folate was reduced in 62% of the children at presentation. In HIV-infected children, CSF folate concentrations were
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