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download please contact usTOKYO, Japan — Now that the salt-water crocodile has officially become extinct in Japan, there's

one creature out there left to be known as a master of the ocean: the sea snake (includes octopus and cuttlefish). The Japanese
weevil Eriopis bilineata, native to the coastal waters of the Pacific, has been recognized for having traits that make it the only
creature in the world to command respect from the sea. The Japanese weevil Eriopis bilineata, native to the coastal waters of the
Pacific, has been recognized for having traits that make it the only creature in the world to command respect from the sea.
“Having scales along the sides of its body allows it to withstand the pressure of the ocean’s varying depths,” explains Takayuki
Murata, professor emeritus at Hokkaido University, who led the research, reported by the Japan Times. “On the other hand, a
creature’s color is related to the amount of light it is exposed to, and a snake’s coloring reflects the time of day. E. bilineata’s
color is thought to be influenced by the amount of sunlight received.” To measure the pattern of the weevil’s body, a team of
researchers has developed a series of instruments that can display the pattern to be seen on the creature’s skin at a distance.
“From this, we see that the bluish-white colors of the weevil are more exposed to the sunlight than the other colors, and a
concentration of the black-and-white markings in the body’s center suggests its body is cooling,” explains Ihei Shouji, a
researcher at the university’s Department of Entomology. “The timing of the changing patterns can indicate the duration of
sunlight in the area and the creatures’ response to that.” While the weevils are typically nocturnal, their nighttime habit has been
linked to the color changes on 3e33713323
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